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Civil Air Patrol Begins Search for Missing Aircraft
Search Will Include Area Near Andrews-Murphy Airport
July 17, 2009

Raleigh, NC – The U.S. Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC) has alerted Civil Air Patrol to begin search operations in the rugged, mountainous terrain in and around Cherokee Co. According to Lt Col Jeff Willis, earlier today a privately owned aircraft left a small airport in GA, with an intended destination of the Andrews-Murphy Airport, was reported missing by family members. Willis said that the GA Wing, CAP, currently has one aircraft involved in the search and NC has two aircraft searching while a third aircraft is serving as a Highbird-aerial radio repeater. A mission base will be activated in western NC in the morning.
Willis said that the NC aircraft are flying a route search in hopes of hearing an Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) signal. The search is limited to an area from the GA border to the Andrews-Murphy Airport. At present, the NC Wing has 17 members signed in to the mission with more anticipated if an ELT signal is detected. 
More details will be forthcoming as they become available.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 91 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the nearly 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 67 years. For more information on CAP, visit gocivilairpatrol.com.
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