NORTH CAROLINA WING

CIVIL AIR PATROL

U.S. AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

Contact: Capt Don Penven, Mission Information Officer



  Cell: 919-215-6860



  Email: donpenven@gmail.com
NC Civil Air Patrol Joins Search for Missing Aircraft

Flight from Tampa, FL Area Failed To Arrive in TN

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 9, 2009

Raleigh, NC – The North Carolina Wing, CAP, was alerted early this morning to join the search for a missing/overdue aircraft. According to Incident Commander, Lt. Col. Jeff Willis, a Vans RV7 privately owned aircraft departed a small airport  near Tampa, FL, at approximately 8:00 a.m. yesterday and failed to arrive in Athens, TN. The pilot was reported overdue by a family friend waiting on him in Athens.
Willis said that CAP units in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennessee responded and are conducting airborne route searches. An Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) signal was detected in the NC mountains and an NC Wing aircrew has responded. It is unknown at this time if the ELT is related to the missing aircraft as it is east of the route of flight, but the lead is being pursued.
The aircraft is thought to have one person on board but identification was not immediately available.
More information will be provided as it becomes available.
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