Local unit welcomes new chaplain and husband pilot
Chaplain (Captain) Laura Johnson is Raleigh-Wake’s first female chaplain.
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Raleigh, NC – During the regular meeting conducted at the Raleigh-Wake Composite Squadron’s headquarters, Capt. Tim Tessin, Unit Commander, officiated at the promotion ceremony of Chaplain (Captain) Laura Johnson. Assisting Capt. Tessin was Chaplain (Lt. Col.) David Bobbey, NC Wing Chaplain. Chaplain Johnson is an ordained minister and is the pastor of Hood Memorial Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Dunn, NC. Prior to receiving Standing in the Disciples of Christ denomination, Rev. Johnson was a Baptist pastor. She was ordained by Forest Hills Baptist Church in Raleigh in August 2003. 
Chaplin Johnson developed an interest in CAP after her husband, 1st. Lt. Allen Johnson, joined Raleigh-Wake Composite Squadron, CAP, and mentioned that the squadron didn’t have a chaplain. Lt. Johnson has been a private pilot for 10 years and has flown volunteer missions for Angel Flight. He is a software tester working in Cary and is the son of The Revered Dr. Paul Johnson and Mrs. Vera Johnson, who were missionaries to the Philippines for more than 20 years. 1st. Lt. Johnson was born in Davao City. Dr. Paul Johnson is currently the pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Dunn. 1st. Lt. Johnson has a Bachelor of Science Degree from Campbell University in Buies Creek, NC.
Chaplain Johnson has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from King College, in Bristol, Tennessee. She received a Master of Divinity Degree from Campbell University Divinity School. Chaplain Johnson is certified as a Critical Incident Stress Management team member, which is also an important component of  CAP Chaplaincy. The Johnsons live in Clayton, NC. 
Capt. Tessin stated that Chaplain Johnson will fill a void left by the late Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Royce Beacham. Chaplain Beacham received a commendation from the NC Legislature when a joint Senate and House resolution was read into law.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 56,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the nearly 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 66 years.
