FLYING BRIEFING--AUGUST 2004

ON LANDINGS

What do you consider a short runway?  At a recent wing staff meeting, the answer to this (not unsurprisingly) was varied. All the way from --anything less than 10,000 feet (must have been an airline pilot) to anymore than 800 feet is a waste (must have been a Cub pilot).

All of these answers are relative--what you are flying, your pilot skills and what type and length of runway you normally use--all play into your answer.

So let's consider some points about short-landings as opposed  to short-field landings (which is a technique).  Short landings refers to landing on a normal runway using normal techniques and using the minimum amount of runway.

Every landing should be a planned event, not just something that happens.  You should always be aware of what the POH gives for the operation of the aircraft. However, keep in mind a few things. These numbers are generated at gross weight, zero wind, 59 degrees F, sea level with moderate braking, in a new airplane with a test pilot at the controls. So while they are optimized numbers, they will give a good clue to know how much runway you will need --after you touch down. (Touchdown only requires a few feet--it is what happens after the touchdown that can make things a little dicey).

So why not start keeping track of your touchdown points and your roll- out?  Just to see how much runway you are using up before the touchdown. It doesn't mean always aim "For the numbers". That may put you too close to the edge sometimes and most runways have plenty of room if you aim for a touchdown a little farther down the runway, say 300 to 500 feet. Then, how long it takes you to roll-out and get stopped.  Are you using up too much runway to get to your touchdown point , thus "shortening the runway"?  

Then critique your landings.  Check to see if you properly configured the plane. Was your airspeed "right on"? Did you glide on to the runway so that a passenger would have to ask, "When do we land? as you taxi in? Or did you erase all doubt about the fact that you are solidly back on terra firma?

Try to make every landing "Picture Perfect". Only by striving for excellence will  we be able to improve.   

