Civil Air Patrol National Headquarters sends alert to East Coast units
NC Wing, CAP, ordered to prepare for “Hannah.”

Contact: 1st Lt Don Penven
                NC Wing Deputy Director, Public Affairs

   Cell: 919-215-9034
   Email: donpenven@gmail.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 1, 2008
Raleigh, NC. – CAP units along the East Coast have been placed on alert and have begun preparations to conduct disaster relief missions should Tropical Storm Hannah follow its currently forecasted route through Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas. NC Wing Director of Operations, Lt. Col. David Crawford notified NC Wing members of the alert order shortly before 5:00 a.m. this morning. Crawford urged wing members to, “Take care of your family and yourself first. Make sure you have your disaster kit ready at home before you begin to consider your CAP response.”

Crawford stated that the NC Wing has over 1,300 senior and cadet members who may be called upon to provide disaster relief missions when called upon by the U.S. Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC) as well as the NC Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and other state government and local agencies. “Aerial surveillance as well as ground support will be provided as requested,” Crawford said.

The Southeast and Middle East Regions were included in the national headquarters alert order part of which is included below:

Tropical Storm HANNA is forecast to become a hurricane by Thursday and could impact the southeastern United States (current forecast is to hit landfall near the northern FL/GA/SC border).  All wings along the southeast and middle east coast should make preparations to safeguard CAP assets and prepare to respond to requests for assistance after the storm.  

At this time, wings in the South East Region and Middle East Region should:  

*       Update Resource Lists * 
*       Update Aircraft Lists * 
*       Update Alert Rosters * (include SMS text message addresses for cell phones) 
*       Initiate Communications Checks 
*       Test specialized assets (SDIS, ARCHER, cameras, charge batteries, etc.)  (All Wings with these assets should do this.  Also, start identifying crews that will be available to deploy to the disaster area to operate these assets) 

*       Check aircraft and vehicles to determine readiness; ensure they are fueled and ready to go 
*       Identify resources, especially aircraft, that may need to be relocated to safer areas and coordinate with the NOC for a mission number if movement becomes necessary 

*       Identify fully trained personnel available for post-storm missions 
*       Do not deploy CAP members or assets until approval has been received from 1st AF through the National Operations Center (NOC), CAP.

Crawford noted that during disaster relief efforts following Hurricane Katrina, SMS text messaging was the most reliable form of communication for some time following the hurricane strike. 
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 56,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as assigned by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 103 lives in fiscal year 2007. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the nearly 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 66 years.
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